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About the American dat
Learn about the American DAT and how to conquer it.2



What is the dat?
● The Dental Admission Test (DAT) is a 5-hour 

computerized, standardized test administered by 
the American Dental Association, to all pre-dental 
students who wish to be considered for dental 
school admission.

● The DAT is comprised of 6 subjects: Perceptual 
Ability (PAT), Quantitative Reasoning (QR), 
Reading Comprehension (RC), Biology, General 
Chemistry (GC), and Organic Chemistry (OC).
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When should you take the dat?
⊹ Most applicants complete 2+ years of 

college before taking the test
⊹ It is helpful to take the exam after taking 

biology, general chemistry and organic 
chemistry

⊹ Never take the DAT to “see what it’s like”
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DAT breakdown
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Survey of Natural Sciences90 
min

Biology – 40 questions
General Chemistry – 30 questions
Organic Chemistry – 30 questions

Perceptual Ability 
60 
min

Keyholes – 15 questions
Top Front End – 15 questions
Angle Ranking – 15 questions
Hole Punching – 15 questions
Cube Counting – 15 questions
Pattern Folding – 15 questions

Reading Comprehension
60 
min

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Quantitative Reasoning45 
min

3 passages – 50 questions total

40 questions

30 Minute Break



HOW IS THE EXAM SCORED?
⊹ Standard Score + Percentile
⊹ Score range (1-30)
⊹ Good score: 19 – 20 and up

⊹ Scores are given on a scale that is calibrated in advance
× 21 AA (81.4%)
× 22 AA (88.7%) 
× 23 AA (93.8%), 
× Top 1% score 25-26

⊹ No mark should be below 18
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These are competitive
scores that you should 
aim for



How can you get a high score?
⊹ Balance class work (GPA) and the DAT.

⊹ Study/Review daily: follow a study schedule & don’t 

forget to take breaks

⊹ Focus on the learning process rather than the practice test 

scores.

⊹ Don’t neglect subjects or areas of knowledge that you find 

challenging.

⊹ Complete and review every practice test.

⊹ Find a good study resource. 9
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WHAT MAKES A GOOD RESOURCE?
• Comprehensive content review (materials that let you re-

learn ANY topic from scratch) 

• Practice material that allows you to implement what 
you’ve learned to check mastery of concepts

• Practice tests that closely resemble the timing, question 
style, and presentation of the real DAT

• A structured guide to help you navigate the above 
resources



No resource is a golden ticket
• You must put in the work to get a high score – there are no 

shortcuts to doing well on the DAT

• A quality resource will give you the tools to succeed but it is 
your responsibility to commit the time needed to use them

• DAT Booster offers a variety of resources to make your work 
easier, preparing you for success by allowing you to focus on 
the most important material
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Your scores correlate to the work you put in

Julie
Studied for 8 weeks.
Scored: 21AA
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Andrea
Studied for 10 weeks.
Scored: 24AA

Maria
Studied for 6 weeks.
Scored: 21AA
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Early Preparation
Will need to balance obtaining a 
high GPA with DAT prep

Practice Daily
No exception, you need to 
practice PAT & RC daily to get 
better

Practice Tests
Gauge where you stand and 

get a feel for the real exam

Content Review
Your goal should be to review all 

the content 2-3 times
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Practice tests are your best friends
⊹ The DAT is a long test, learning how to 

pace yourself can save you from mental 
fatigue

⊹ Practice tests help you identify areas you 
need to review 

⊹ Learn how the exam is formatted so there 
are no surprises on test day
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How to make the most out of practice tests
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1. Take a timed full-length practice test that best mimics the actual test. Use only the 
resources that you will have access to during the actual exam 

2. The next day, (not a week later) review the test. Every question, even the ones you 
get right.

3. Ask yourself, did you know the material, or did you have a lucky guess? For the 
questions you got wrong, was it because you ran out of time? Misread the question? 
Didn’t know the material well enough?

4. Keep track of the questions you missed and why.
5. Identify areas of weakness so you can improve on your next test



how to review a practice test
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States information about not 
only the correct answer but 
the answer choices they were 
confused about



Tips and tricks3



Tip #1 pat generators
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Daily PAT 
Generator Practice 
is key to getting a 
high PAT Score.



Tip #2 PAT practice tests
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Develop an answer in your 
head first without getting 
help



Tip #3 biology tests
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Breadth over depth



Tip #3 biology tests
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Don’t memorize small details



Tip #4 biology tests
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Use mnemonics to study



Tip #5 general chemistry tests
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You are not allowed to use a calculator. So perform rounding 
and estimation to eliminate wrong answer choices

= approximately 18



DAT booster future updates4



Update #1: Our Science Video Lectures
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We are constantly refining and updating our Biology, General Chemistry and 
Organic Chemistry video lectures



Update #2: Our question banks and practice tests
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We are continuously increasing the numbers of practice problems and practice 
tests across all the DAT subjects.



Update #3: CHEAT SHEETS
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We are constantly reviewing our content and replacing outdated information 
with the most representative information from the DAT.



Update #4: ADMISSIONS SERVICES
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Complete application review, personal statement review, secondary 
application review and mock interview preparation is now available.



Update #5: CRASH COURSES
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Update #6: CASPER BOOSTER
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And so much more
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“ DATBooster is one of the 
most affordable, 
comprehensive, and 
representative DAT 
Resources on the market 
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DATBooster vs. The Competition:
Affordable | Powerful | Representative
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Thank you!
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